What's in Your Words?
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Three filters and a wealth of Proverbs for minding what you say in worship

Words are important. When teaching pastors speak, they need to be mindful of the language they use; this means looking at what words they shouldn’t say as well as words that they should but aren’t. As worship leaders, our words can be just as important.

1) In general, worship leaders should make sure that they at least try to speak some, in between songs or otherwise. This is because worship leaders are “leaders” that should be able to lead with their own words, as well as in song. Utilizing this skill will also work away from the performance mentality of just getting in front of people to play your songs. So as a worship leader, you should make sure to work on your public speaking skills and confidence alongside of developing your musicianship skills (and nunchuck skills). When you do speak, don’t speak just to be heard, but be mindful that your words need to have meaning. As a side-note, the speaking or teaching pastor has that title for a reason, so don’t take his job away from him, but speaking a little can help your group to follow you in worship during the worship time.

2) Be mindful of the lyrics in songs you play. Before playing a song for worship, analyze it for biblical truth. Whether the song sounds good or not, you want someone who may not have ever been to church before to listen to those lyrics and have an accurate picture of why you are singing the song, who you’re singing to, etc. This is why some are so adamant about singing hymns, because of their rich lyrical content, as opposed to many contemporary songs that emphasize catchiness over depth.

3) Remember who you are singing to and why. If you took the melody and music away from the song, would the lyrics be something you would say to/about God (depending on the focus of the song)?

Here are a few things Proverbs has to say about your words:
Proverbs 12:18
There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

Proverbs 14:7
Leave the presence of a fool, for there you do not meet words of knowledge.

Proverbs 15:26
The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, but gracious words are pure.

Proverbs 16:24
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.

Proverbs 17:27
Whoever restrains his words has knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding.

Proverbs 18:4
The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook. 
